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Madison gains
Honors College
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‘JMU is offering opportunities for students who will be better positioned to
start leading earlier in their careers.’

SMAD studio named
for Alison Parker (’12)

T

he School of Media Arts and Design’s television studio in
Harrison Hall has been named for Alison Parker (’12), an
alumna of the school who, along with cameraman Adam
Ward, was shot and killed last year during a live interview
for the Roanoke, Virginia, CBS affiliate WDBJ-7.
The Alison B. Parker Television Studio was announced during
SMAD’s annual banquet in April. During her time at JMU, Parker
worked in the studio as a reporter and anchor for “JMU Today” and
as part of class projects. She also was a news editor at The Breeze.
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JMU is now home to an Honors College
following approval by the State Council of
ison Uni
Higher Education for Virginia on July 19.
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The university had been in the process of promoting its strong Honors Program to the level
Honors
of an Honors College for the last several years.
College
Bradley R. Newcomer, formerly director of
the Honors Program, will serve as dean of the
new college.
The Honors Program at Madison began in
1961 with a senior thesis focus, and grew under
the leadership of former directors Joanne Gabbin and Barry Falk to encompass students
from all JMU colleges. The program is currently operating as a college, Newcomer said, and
— PR E SI DE N T JONAT H A N R . A LGE R, on JMU’s new Honors College
having the formal designation will allow the program to continue to grow. Jonathan R. Alger. “Our newest college will benefit highly motivated
The promotion to a college will not require any students and further distinguish JMU as a university well worth considering as a place where rich educational opportunities flourish.”
structural or curricular changes.
Recruitment for the Honors College will begin this fall, with
“By advancing our program to an Honors
College, JMU is offering opportunities for stu- the inaugural freshman cohort joining JMU in Fall 2017. Students
Bradley R.
dents who will be better positioned to start lead- who are currently enrolled in the Honors Program will be grandfaNewcomer
ing earlier in their careers,” said JMU President thered into the new college.

Also at the banquet, two
SMAD students received the
inaugural Alison B. Parker
Journalism Scholarship.
Kathryn Potter received the
$4,000 scholarship for a
rising senior and Caroline
Brandt received the $1,000
scholarship for a rising junior.
The scholarship fund was
established immediately after
Parker’s death and became
the fastest endowed scholarship in JMU history.

(L to R): SMAD professor Ryan
Parkhurst, scholarship recipient
Caroline Brandt, Barbara and
Andy Parker (Alison’s parents),
scholarship recipient Kathryn
Potter and Chris Hurst (Alison’s
boyfriend).
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